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Ã¢Â�Â�The epic of man â€¢ is a Ã¢Â�Â�notre
dÃ¢Â�Â�humanitÃ¢Â�Â�.Cytologic diagnosis of malignant

lymphoma of the central nervous system: update and comparison
with the World Health Organization (WHO) classification. The
distinction between lymphoma and glioma is important in the

management of the patient with a central nervous system tumor.
The role of cytologic examination is still ambiguous. Until recently,

the diagnosis of lymphoma of the central nervous system (CNS)
depended solely on histologic examination of the tissue, a
procedure that can be traumatic for the patient. Recent

immunocytochemical techniques have permitted the diagnosis of
lymphoma by cytologic examination in most cases, and some
specialized laboratories have the capability of both light and

immunocytochemical studies on small material. Until the WHO
classification of tumors of the nervous system was published in

1984, few studies provided evidence of the reliability of cytologic
examination in the diagnosis of lymphoma. In addition to its

potential role in monitoring the tumor, cytologic examination may
also serve as a useful adjunct to the histopathologic examination

of a biopsy or biopsy specimen. The recent publication of the WHO
classification of tumors of the nervous system has led to the
publication of an update on the classification of malignant

lymphomas (J. Natl. Cancer Inst. 1985; 75:1231). The updated
WHO classification was designed to facilitate the diagnosis and
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description of tumors of the nervous system and should assist in
the correct classification of all tumors of the nervous system. The

updated classification differs from the WHO classification of
lymphoid neoplasms in that malignant lymphomas, which are

characterized by proliferative centers, are classified by histologic
type (e.g., diffuse large cell non-Burkitt's, centroblastic,

immunoblastic, peripheral T cell lymphoma, T cell lymphoma with
plasmacytoid differentiation, anaplastic large cell lymphoma,

small cleaved cell, and large cell), while lymphomas defined by
the absence of proliferative centers, but not otherwise specified,
are considered to be an indeterminate group. Lymphomas are

currently classified by the major cell type and the grade of
differentiation, and the classification of a single tumor is not

restricted by site, although a suggestion is made for inclusion of
primary or secondary CNS tumors. The therapeutic approach and

prognosis are also proposed
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